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silence is observed, and the friends, as well as
opponents, of the measure unite in assenting to
propriety.    The reason of this is perfectly clear :
monarch is so absolute as to combine all the po\\
of society  in  his  own  hands,   and  to  conquer
opposition with the energy of a majority whicP
invested with the right of making and of execut
the laws.
The authority of a king is purely physical, anc
controls the actions of the subject without subdu
his private will ; but the majority possesses a po^
which is physical and moral at the same time
acts upon the will as well as upon the actions
men, and it represses not only all contest, but
controversy.
I know no country in which there is so little t
independence of mind and freedom of discussior
in America.    In any constitutional state in Eur
every sort of religious and political theory may
advocated and propagated abroad ;   for there is
country in Europe so subdued by any single autho
as not to contain citizens who are ready to protect
man who raises his voice in the cause of truth fi
the  consequences  of his  hardihood.     If he is
fortunate enough to live under an absolute gov<
ment, the people is  upon his side ;   if he  inha
a free  country, he  may find a shelter  behind
authority  of the  throne,   if he   require   one.
aristocratic  part  of society supports  him   in   s<
countries, and the democracy in others.    But i
nation where democratic institutions exist, organ
like those of the United States, there is but one
authority,   one  single   element   of strength   anc
success, with nothing beyond it.
In America, the majority raises very forrnid
barriers   to  the   liberty  of opinion :    within   t